Gunldeuspmse Play Draws Plaudits
“’Speaking Of Murder' Hit

A treat-for who-dun-it et thu
siasts — "and who ~ arion
doesn't like a dos!

I was “'Spo: g of
which the Halifax Theatre "Aris’
Guild presented last evening at
the Guild Playvhouse, Fourth
producpn 'of TAG's current sea-

| san, thi® suspegseful drama was

| n].ﬂ:r' direeled-by H, Leslic Pigot,
ind “‘may be séen each evening
[-:\r the remainder of the week.

m Setting of the ‘play is the out-

=1| skirts of New York at the old

e home of A well-to-da architect

4.1 and his, family.

1| childrgm,. Yhis group includes an

s | Elltlt"\‘\ Who has recently be-
| come; Ris second "wite, Close to

sh of suspense—= ,
Murder,” : Trom

the pursuit of her
‘demeanors,

Very soon we learned thal the
friendly scene is nobt quite as un-
ruffled as it first appears, for
there is evidence of sinister
forces at work., It didn't take

| long either bo discover the rool
| of the i ru.lh]e}- =angd - therein - lies

Besides his two |

| the Tamily ecircle™is the house- |

p-| keeper-companiof, a fr iend  of
of| long.standing, and a thirsty and
calculating neighbar who suffers

oceasienal twinges of colnscience |

| —but not en .:L.ﬂ'h to deter her

n Where s The Fire?

» Monday
Halifax
10:058 amm, — 46 “MacLean

overheated ' washing

ld| machine motar.

0 146 p.m.—

S| road, speclal service. Removing

" | man trapped In car,

:;| 3:36 - p.m.—55 Almon. street,
overheated  washing - machine
moter. . -

436 pn— 014 ~Hlack xtrm'
smaoke escaping from chimney.
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the suspense,-for we" were kept
on - edge -.-.nnﬂer ng. ‘whether
members.of e E"C-IJFI would re-
cognize and ward off their dans
..\:n_r in . time,

Again the Gulld Players mwc
us 4 nicely balanced cast with
little to choose from in quality

| of acting. The big difference was
in the demands of the roles, for |
| some of them offered eonsider-

able dramatic scope—but on that

we won't elaborate further lest |

the element of . suspense Is

spolled. Faced with a demanding
e which required clear definis
swilt mood changes, and

or liming, Muriel White turn-

an extremely wvaried and

i performaance.

mis- | menting en. others of the cast in

| order of appearance, we very
much Jiked the work of Douglas
Hill as the -spirited and misun-
derstocd  son—no. mean - acting
chare for a juvenile player. For-
:}.ng Wife Mo, 2, Joan Eyans
was sincere and :.h‘lrm ng. while
her friendly . overtures toward
her stepson.were especially well
handled  — - cpsual, spontapecus
and infectiously pay. |
Angther “young  player |“who
added ' delightfully - to - thel per-
formance was Donna Lynh I1b-
sen=Lthis
enjoyed her play-acting, and her
| sunny personality simply bwl'l:f."i
across the footlights,

Arthur Hartling, as.the archi-
4ect father was sympathetic, and
his steady, wellpapedsporivayal
added, strengtheand seonvielion Lo
the : drama:. The ‘onlyicharacter

| role—and one.of the, most. inter-

esting—was that played by Dora |

Challice, ‘and her interpretation

contained zest, color and fouches |
Com- | of wry humor, Dawn Coulter. and |

little lady thorolghly |

Da-.-ia: Rowe, capably n:-un-:'.cd
putsthe supporting cast.

At times we felt there were
inadequacies in“thé written dia-
logue, and the cast didn't beic
these obstacles ax we might have
hoped. However; they did put
across the conflict and mounting
suspense very effectively. Some

pleasing -contrasts- were , offered,

and most always the cast L
ed and reacted splendidly.
cellent cosluming, well arranged
lighting and a. very i.'i'lfl'-ll'!"':
construction . job of the
crew added to the performance—
which evidently delighted the
first night audiecnce judging frem
their enthusiastic applause.

M. F. M.
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